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Objectives:

To evaluate the current treatment landscape for molluscum contagiosum (MC) in pediatric patients and identify remaining therapeutic gaps despite 
recent FDA drug approvals.

Method:

A literature review was conducted examining MC epidemiology, current FDA-approved treatments, and their clinical trial data. Published prescribing 
information and FDA multi-disciplinary reviews for topical cantharidin 0.7% (TC) and topical berdazimer gel 10.3% (TBG) were analyzed for efficacy, 
tolerability, and administration requirements.

Results:

MC is most prevalent in pediatrics, with some estimates placing the prevalence of MC in children aged 0-16 between 5.1% and 11.5%.2 Traditional 
treatments have been cryotherapy, laser therapy, and curettage, each being painful, skin-destructive, has the potential to scar, and is inconvenient 
to administer. Additionally, there are two newly FDA-approved topical drugs: topical cantharidin 0.7% (TC) and topical berdazimer gel 10.3% (TBG), 
with Phase 3 trial results reported below. Both present significant limitations. TC relies on application site blistering with accompanying pain and 
scarring, and requires two-part mixing and must be applied in a healthcare practitioner’s office.3 TBG, while somewhat more tolerable, also has 
significant side effects and patient tolerability problems, is considerably less efficacious than TC, and requires two-part mixing just prior to use by 
the patient or caregiver.4
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“The ideal pediatric MC treatment, safe, 
well-tolerated, efficacious, and easy to 
administer, remains an unmet medical 
need despite recent FDA approvals.  

Watchful waiting remains common, not 
because it is ideal, but because available 
treatments are painful, poorly tolerated, 
or inconvenient.

The therapeutic gap is real.”

Richard Panico, MBA, Precefi, Inc.

Discussion:

A substantial unmet need remains for an effective, safe, well-tolerated, pain and scar-free, easy-to-use treatment of molluscum contagiosum.¹,²,⁵

Despite recent regulatory approvals, a meaningful therapeutic gap persists in pediatric MC treatment.¹ Current therapies are limited by factors 
including application site reactions, tolerability problems, and logistical challenges related to administration.

The ideal treatment would combine high efficacy with excellent tolerability and convenient administration. Until such a treatment becomes 
available, MC will likely continue to be managed with either painful and destructive therapies with potential for scarring or watchful waiting.

A topical therapy that is efficacious, safe, well-tolerated, scar-free, and easy to administer has the potential to represent a significant advancement 
for a large pediatric patient population still in need.

Zabalafin hydrogel, an investigational topical antiviral therapeutic from a first-of-its-kind all-natural drug platform, has demonstrated promising early 
clinical results and may represent a potential, efficacious, safe, well-tolerated, and non-scaring, easy-to- use drug to address this significant gap in 
MC treatment.
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